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Assignment 2: 
Elements of Design

Introduction:

This assignment requires me to illustrate dif-
ferent elements of design on a given subject. I 
have decided to choose a subject of my own - 
models - an area I am particularly interested 
in.

My heart-felt thanks to Beth, Rebecca and 
Owen for their tireless support and patience.

Single Point

This first photograph is of Beth. I asked her 
to lean back against this old door I found 
at a derelict site, near where I live. I also 
asked her to wear this antique-style outfit.

I think her expression dominates the photo-
graph to the point where the viewer might 
wonder just what’s on her mind.

I applied some post process filtering to try 
and achieve a Jan Saudek-ish effect.



1/800th f8 ISO 400



Two Points

Owen holds a pink piggy bank, posing in pink 
against a dark pink backdrop. Lit from each 
side by a couple of softboxes, I asked him to 
look at the pig.

I think, because he is looking at the pig, the 
viewer automatically does the same, thus 
creating a ‘two-point’ composition.



1/60th f5.6 ISO 200



Several Points in a Deliberate Shape 

I think there a several points in this compo-
sition. Obviously there’s Beth, but I think the 
blue door in the centre of the photograph, 
the red rag on the floor, the broken bits 
of wood, the line of windows and the roof 
trusses all feature quite strongly.

The photograph gives the viewer a lot to 
look at.



1/30th f8 ISO 200



Vertical and Horizontal Lines

I tried to use the doorway, chimney breast, 
corner and indeed the brickwork pattern 
to illustrate a combination of vertical and 
horizontal lines.

I appreciate that Beth does make this a sin-
gle point composition too, but because she 
doesn’t fill the frame, she is not the domi-
nant point, the background is, in my opinion.

I also treated the shot to some post process 
filtering, which I hope gives it a moody feel.
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Diagonals

This wonderful derelict setting had ready 
made diagonals for me. Fallen roof trusses 
provided an ideal foreground for this shot 
of beth.

This would also be suitable for a ‘triangle’ 
shot.

To enhance the texture of the shot, I applied 
some antique filter.
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Curves

I tried to incorporate the curvature of the 
bath edge, the water line and Rebecca’s face 
in this next capture. 

her eye make-up follows the same curves as 
it runs down her cheeks.

I think circles and curves feature more and 
more as you look at this shot. Her eyes, 
mouth, even the bubbles represent some 
form of curvature. 



1/60th f5 ISO 200



Distinct Shapes

I have decided to show two examples here, 
just to be on the safe side and to show that 
I understand this concept.

The first shot was taken with Beth inside 
a small derelict out building. The sunlight 
blasted in through a broken window and 
created the distinctive rectangular shapes 
on the wall. Beth also contributed with her 
circular shaped face, picked out by the sun-
light.

The second shot is of Beth standing in a 
rectangular doorway, her legs form a dis-
tinct triangle, matched by the twig in the 
foreground.



1/200th f5.6 ISO 400



1/40th f8 ISO 400



Implied Triangles

Here are several examples of implied tri-
angles. The first is of Owen peeping through 
his fingers.

Beth provides the second with her legs sit-
ting on a bed and Rebecca in her ‘Psycho’ 
pose, provides the third. 



1/30th f5.6 ISO 400



1/13th f7.1 ISO 200
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Rhythm

Not unsimilar to another shot in this as-
signment, this shows the visual rhythm of 
the brickwork and windows, broken by Beth 
in the middle window.

I had thought of placing her in the window 
furthest away to give the shot more rhythm, 
but decided that she would be too insignifi-
cant at that distance.
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Pattern

I struggled a bit with this one in that it was 
nigh on impossible to shoot a pattern shot 
involving a person, or part of a person in 
the context of this exercise.

So I decided to be quite literal and actually 
paint a pattern on Rebecca’s face and crop 
the shot to confuse the viewer.



1/30th f5 ISO 100 (with flash)


